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saturDAYS

6PM-9PM
GAMES PLAYED 

EVERY 30 MINUTES
Receive one game piece for 

every 100 points earned (Limit 2)

G R A N D  L A K EG RR A NA D  
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MARKETS: Stocks continue climbing for 5th day. 4A BASKETBALL: Crowder College women defeated. 1B
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Today’s outlook
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IN 1945, during World War II, 
American forces declared they had 
secured Iwo Jima, although pockets of 
Japanese resistance remained. 

POLL:  Should Joplin 
continue to be con-
sidered a metropoli-
tan area? Weigh in on 
the Globe’s online poll 
at joplinglobe.com.Online  

now

Today in history

BY KEVIN McCLINTOCK
kmcclintock@joplinglobe.com

A classroom teacher, an athlet-
ic director, a kindergarten 
center kitchen manager and 
a cook were just some of  the 

120 area school workers who took 
advantage of  a special vaccina-
tion clinic sponsored Monday 
afternoon by Freeman Health 
System.

The next eligibility tier opened 
this week — Phase 1B, Tier 3, 
which includes classroom teach-
ers and essential workers em-
ployed by school districts.

“I’ve been waiting for these 
shots to become available for a 

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
kbarker@joplinglobe.com

A program that provided 
comprehensive services to 
960 children from low-in-
come families last year has 
qualified for a grant award 
that doesn’t require com-
peting against other local 
agencies for funds.

The Economic Security 
Corporation of  Southwest 
Area’s Head Start program 
was recently notified its 
program is eligible for 
a noncompetitive grant 
award that will fund opera-
tions for five years.

The agency serves more 
than 1,000 children in Jas-
per, Newton, McDonald and 
Barton counties annually at 
no cost to parents. It oper-
ates on a $7 million budget 
with 260 employees. More 
than 10,650 low-income in-
dividuals and 4,460 families 
benefited from the area 
ESC’s services last year, 
according to the organiza-
tion’s annual impact report.

Leisa Harner, operations 
and development director 
for Head Start/Early Head 
Start, said the designation 
is a testament to the staff  
and leadership. 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
news@joplinglobe.com

Joplin’s Connect2Cul-
ture will partner with The 
Sheldon Concert Hall in St. 
Louis to offer a virtual con-
cert series, “Live From The 
Sheldon.”

The free monthly series, 
running through the end 

of  May, is available entirely 
online and will spotlight 
artists from across the 
country. Each performance 
is produced by HEC Media, 
recorded live at The Sheldon 
in St. Louis and made avail-
able to view for one week.

“When The Sheldon 
reached out, we jumped at 
the opportunity to provide 
these free virtual perfor-
mances for our patrons,” 
said Emily Frankoski, direc-
tor of  Connect2Culture, in 

a statement. “We can’t wait 
to bring live entertainment 
back to Joplin, and plans 
to do so are already in mo-
tion. We’ll be making that 
announcement very soon. 
Until then, let’s enjoy these 
exceptionally talented art-
ists virtually.”

All performances will be 
available to watch on C2C’s 
YouTube channel, as well as 
on the social media pages 
of  The Sheldon and HEC 
Media.

The lineup of  performanc-
es for “Live From The Shel-
don” includes:

• SARAH JAROSZ from Satur-
day to March 27. Jarosz is a 
Grammy-winning country, 
folk, pop, indie artist who 
performs solo and with 
fellow singer-songwriters 
Sara Watkins and Aoife 
O’Donovan as part of  the 
Grammy-winning folk trio 
I’m With Her.

• ZAKIR HUSSAIN from April 24 
to May 1. Widely considered 

the father of  the contempo-
rary world music movement 
and a classical tabla virtuo-
so, Hussain is a percussion-
ist and co-founder of  the leg-
endary fusion band Shakti.

• KURT ELLING from May 15 
to May 22. Elling is a jazz vo-
calist who performs daring 
takes on timeless standards 
and emotionally resonant 
originals.

C2C in previous years has 
hosted its annual “Curtains 
Up” series, which brought 

a variety of  performances 
and artists to Joplin before it 
was halted by the pandemic. 
The organization is current-
ly building the Harry M. 
Cornell Arts & Entertain-
ment Complex on the park-
ing lot of  Memorial Hall.

The Sheldon is a St. Lou-
is-based music and visual 
arts nonprofit. The Sheldon 
Arts Foundation formed in 
1988 and offered 15 concerts 
in its first official season in 
1994.

Head Start 
gets grant 

designation
Money will fund  
ESC program’s  

operations for 5 years

Applications
ECONOMIC SECURITY CORPORATION 
of Southeast Area’s Head Start is 
currently accepting applications for 
all of its locations. Children will be 
selected in April and early May for 
fall classes. For more information, 
visit www.escswa.org/index.
html or email headstart 
app@escswa.org.

C2C offering virtual concert series via St. Louis nonprofit
Free events to be 

offered through May

SEE FUNDS, 6A

Teachers, staff receive first 
vaccination as new tier opens

Tracy Noland, a Freeman screen team representative, gives an injection to Junior Joseph, a teacher’s 
assistant at Thomas Jefferson Independent Day School, during Monday’s vaccine clinic at the Freeman 
Business Center.  GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

Sara Freitas, a clinical pharmacist with Freeman Health System, pre-
pares a dose of vaccine during Monday’s vaccine clinic at the Freeman 
Business Center. Monday was the first day that teachers and school 
staff became eligible for the vaccinations.  GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

BY DEBBY WOODIN
dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

The Joplin City Council 
will take a formal stance in 
opposition opposition to a 
bill pending in the Missou-
ri Legislature that would 
require local governments 
to place tax and bond issues 
on November general elec-
tion ballots.

House Bill 920, introduced 
by state Rep. Ben Baker, 
R-Neosho, would have 
forced all local elections to 
November rather than the 
first Tuesday in April, the 
commonly used date for 
voters to choose city and 
school candidates and de-
cide local issues.

Baker told the Globe on 
Friday that after opposition 
surfaced to that version 
of  the bill, he agreed to 
amendments that would 
allow local candidate races 
to continue to be decided 
in April, but move tax and 
bond issues to November.

The legislator called April 
voter turnout numbers 
“dismal at best” and said 
combining elections would 
save money, though cities 
and schools and other gov-
ernments that have races 
or issues pay a share of  the 
cost.

Baker said the low 

Take your shot

SEE SHOTS, 6A

Council 
opposes 

any change 
in election 

dates
Members vote to draft  
resolution opposing bill 

to move voting on  
tax, bond questions

SEE VOTE, 6A
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3401 E. Newman Rd., Joplin  |  www.tjeffschool.org | 781-5124
Accredited by the Independent School Association of the Central States

Thomas Jefferson Independent Day School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its education policies, admissions 
policies, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

Need-based and merit-based financial aid and scholarships available.

(417) 781-5124

You only get one chance to prepare your children for the future. Make it count. 

Michele Dunker 
Kindergarten

Amanda Beard
Kindergarten

Gretchan Moss 
Pre-Kindergarten

Stephanie Myers 
Pre-Kindergarten

Physical Education
Molly Williams

Music
Amanda Almich

Spanish

THE THOMAS JEFFERSON KINDERGARTEN AND PRE-K FACULTY

Call today to learn how our faculty and program will make a difference in your child’s life by 
developing a solid foundation in core academic subjects, foreign language, and the arts. 

A KINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAM FOR YOUR  CHILD

6A     |     FROM PAGE ONE     THE JOPLIN GLOBE | TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021

The program recently completed 
both its federal monitoring and finan-
cial audit with no findings or hiccups.

“You don’t want to have to re-com-
pete,” Harner said. “You want to have 
the best high-quality program, and 
every time you have a review, you want 
to pass with flying colors. Another ex-
ample is our audit. Our agency hasn’t 
had a finding on their audit in over 30 
years, and because it’s so responsible 
with government funds, that helps us 
as well. It’s not just our program but 
the agency that contributes to the qual-
ity.”

Throughout the pandemic, Head 
Start families have been struggling 
with unemployment, food and clothing. 
Harner reported a 25% increase in 
applications for assistance in all three 
of  those categories. The COVID-19 cri-
sis is also affecting children’s mental 
health.

“The highest need, and this is prob-
ably about 50% more than last year, is 
the need for mental health services,” 
Harner said. “We partner with College 
Skyline Counseling Services, and we 
make referrals to them, and we’ve seen 
a huge number of  referrals to them be-
cause families are experiencing depres-
sion, anxiety, domestic violence. and 
unfortunately, we’ve had an increase in 
child abuse and neglect as well.”

Head Start is a federal program for 
pre-K children ages 3 to 5. Early Head 
Start is a federal program that provides 
comprehensive services to promote 
family and child development for pre-
natal moms and children from birth to 
3 years old. Grants are administered by 
the Administration for Children and 
Families in the Department of  Health 
and Human Services.

RENEWAL SYSTEM
In 2011, the U.S. Department of  

Health and Human Services estab-
lished the Designation Renewal Sys-
tem to hold Head Start and Early Head 

Start agencies accountable for high 
quality and comprehensive services, 
meeting program and financial re-
quirements.

Harner said it’s rare for an agency 
to receive a noncompetitive grant be-
cause of  all the hoops involved.

“It’s a long list of  programs that 
re-compete, and it makes you feel good 
to know that your staff  cares as much 
as you do about the families and mak-
ing sure there’s high-quality services,” 
she said.

The Head Start program was de-
signed to help break the cycle of  
poverty, providing preschool children 
of  low-income families with a compre-
hensive program to meet their emo-
tional, social, health, nutritional and 
psychological needs.

Harner said on average, individuals 
usually pay $200 to $225 per week for 
child care, but the ESC program is of-
fered at no cost.

“When people come to review us, 
they can see that the program is mak-
ing a difference,” she said. “I think 
everybody’s on the same page about 
wanting to keep our grant, and not 
having to re-compete is a blessing.”

Researchers from Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, the University of  
North Texas, the University of  Mel-
bourne and the Maryland Population 
Research Center studied a decade’s 
worth of  U.S. data around the 2007-2009 
Great Recession and published their 
findings in the journal Family Rela-
tions in December.

The study suggested that states with 
higher levels of  Head Start enroll-
ment experienced less poverty growth 
among families with children during 
the Great Recession. Harner said Head 
Start not only takes care of  children 
but also allows families time to focus 
on their own needs such as employ-
ment or education.

“Everybody needs stability and pre-
dictable routines in their lives,” Har-
ner said. “We provide a safe, nurturing, 
reliable place for children where they 
can learn and receive quality educa-
tional services. and I think any parent, 
regardless if  you’re low income, middle 
or high, you want that for your child.”

FUNDS
FROM 1A

long time now,” said Robin 
Taylor, the first clinic patient 
in line to receive her Pfizer 
vaccination shot. “I’ve been 
really excited for this.”

Taylor, 37, came down with 
COVID-19 before Thanksgiv-
ing break in November.

“I was really surprised be-
cause I’m supposed to be in 
the less vulnerable category,” 
she said, “but it hit me hard.”

Taylor was out sick for 
nearly 10 days. She works as 
a kitchen manager at the K-1 
Building for the Carl Junction 
School District and feeds hun-
dreds of  children each day.

“COVID ran through our 
nutritional service pretty 
heavily,” she said. “There was 
a lot of  exposure.”

She wanted to get the vac-
cine to prevent the novel coro-
navirus from sickening her a 
second time.

“I’m very happy to have got-
ten” the shot, she said. She’ll 
be back for her second shot in 
April.

A few rows behind Taylor 
sat Chris Myers, who was the 
second clinic patient in line.

The Thomas Jefferson Inde-
pendent Day School athletic 
director said he initially had 
reservations about getting 
vaccinated.

“Just the fact that (the vac-
cines) are relatively new, that 
they just came out and (we) 
really don’t know a lot about 
them,” he said. “It’s not like 
the flu vaccine that’s been out 
for years.”

He still has antibodies in 
his system from a bout with 
COVID-19 in December. The 
virus had him laid up at home 
for nearly 12 days, and his 

senses still suffer from “iron 
taste and smell.” Plus, every 
time he comes up short of  
breath, his thoughts immedi-
ately go to COVID-19.

“It was the right thing to 
do,” the 41-year-old said about 
the vaccine and why he was 
standing in line when the 
clinic opened at 3 p.m. “I have 
some travel planned over the 
summer and … it’s important 
to have it not only to protect 
myself  but to protect loved 
ones also.”

While some of  those who got 
vaccinated Monday worried 
about possible side effects 
from either the first or second 
shots, Peggy Jensen wasn’t 
thinking along those lines 
when she received the needle 
poke to the upper right shoul-
der.

“I am so happy,” said the 
elementary school teacher 
for the Jasper School District. 
She’d spent nearly 40 minutes 
driving from Jasper to Joplin 
to get her shot. “I’ve been wait-
ing the whole time for this.”

The vaccine “will make me 
feel safer, and I’m real excited 
that by summer we can go on 
a little trip and not have to 

worry about” the pandemic, 
she said.

When asked if  teachers 
should have been given a 
higher placement or tier due 
to the nature of  their work, 
Jensen shook her head.

“We do have a lot of  expo-
sure” on a daily basis, she 
said, “but I have an elderly 
mom, so I understand why 
they placed the people who 
were older first.”

According to Freeman 
officials, 120 people pre-reg-
istered for Monday’s shots. 
There were 180 additional 
doses available. The extra 
doses will be used during reg-
ular, scheduled vaccinations 
over the next few days.

For Carol Fartash, it was 
a fairly short drive to the 
Freeman Business Center 
from Cecil Floyd Elementary 
School, where she works as a 
cook.

There was little waiting or 
debating as to whether she 
was going to get vaccinated.

“I just wanted to get it 
done,” she said. “I’d rather 
have the shots than COVID.”

The virus has killed nearly 
550,000 Americans to date.

SHOTS
FROM 1A

Kristin Holt, a Freeman Health System nurse, gives a vaccine 
to Brent Bartlett, a full-time substitute teacher at Carl Junc-
tion, during Monday’s clinic at the Freeman Business Center 
in Joplin. About 120 teachers and school staff received vacci-
nations.  GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

turnout means fewer people 
decide tax and bond issues 
that cost everyone. He said 
11 other states have mandat-
ed that the municipal elec-
tions take place in tandem 
with November general 
elections, which has in-
creased turnout.

The bill is now headed for 
state Senate action.

After discussion at its 
regular meeting Monday 
night, the Joplin council 
agreed 9-0 to have city staff  
draft a resolution of  oppo-
sition. The panel will vote 
on that at its next meeting 
and submit the formal 
statement to the city’s lob-
byist.

Council member Antho-
ny Monteleone asked for 
the discussion and said he 
was reviewing a list of  pro-

posed legislation sent to the 
city leaders by the lobbyist. 
He said he looks for legis-
lation that could be helpful 
or harmful to the city.

“One (that) just hit the 
threat matrix, dinged the 
bell, was House Bill 920,” 
Monteleone said. “This 
bill would eliminate the 
April municipal election 
in the state of  Missouri.” 
Pushing local issues onto 
later ballots would compete 
with state and national 
issues, he said. Election ad-

vertising in November can 
be costly because of  that. 
It also creates problems 
getting attention for local 
issues, he said.

“I want to be able to dis-
cuss Joplin issues in April 
without having to compete 
against state or national 
issues,” Monteleone said. 
“My concern is we should 
consider taking action on 
this bill one way or anoth-
er, either through our lob-
byist to give him direction 
to speak into it, or pass 

a resolution so our com-
ments could be read into it 
on the Senate side.”

Both the city of  Spring-
field and the Springfield 
Chamber of  Commerce 
registered opposition to 
the bills. The Missouri Mu-
nicipal League also spoke 
against the bill on behalf  
of  its city members.

Council member Phil 
Stinnett said he agreed. 
He said that in the past, 
mayors and city managers 
received telephone calls 

immediately when a bill 
was filed that could have re-
percussions or advantages 
for the city.

City attorney Peter Ed-
wards asked if  the council 
wanted to oppose the bill.

Monteleone made a mo-
tion that council approve a 
resolution at the next meet-
ing to oppose the bill. It was
approved 9-0.

The council also voted to 
table action on a set of  pro-
posed new Joplin logos for 
a new branding campaign.

VOTE
FROM 1A


